
BEFORE THE INVESTIGATIVE PANEL OF THE 

FLORIDA JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

 

 

INQUIRY CONCERNING A JUDGE 

    SC13-1333 

LAURA MARIE WATSON, NO. 12-613 

  

_____________________________________/ 

 

OBJECTION TO JUDGE WATSON’S NOTICE TO PRODUCE AT TRIAL DATED 

FEBRUARY 5, 2014 

 

 The JQC, through counsel, objects to Judge Watson’s Notice to Produce at Trial served 

upon the JQC on February 5, 2014, and says: 

1. Judge Watson requests that the JQC produce certain materials as set forth in that 

Request to Produce at Trial.  The items requested are privileged, confidential and work-product 

of the undersigned. 

2. The JQC has fully complied with all of Judge Watson’s previous requests for 

production as required by the Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission Rules.  

3. Specifically, FJQCR Rule 12 (b)  provides: 

      Special Counsel shall, upon written demand of a party or counsel of record,        

      promptly furnish the following: 

 

 The names and addresses of all witnesses whose testimony the Special 

Counsel expects to call at the hearing, together with copies of all written 

statements and transcripts of testimony of such witnesses in the 

possession of the counsel or the Investigative Panel which are relevant to 

the subject matter of the hearing and which have not been furnished, 

except those documents confidential under the Constitution of the State.  

When good cause is shown this rule may be waived. 

 

4.  Special Counsel has previously responded to the appropriate requests made and   

 

on behalf of Judge Watson.  The propriety of that production has previously been argued before 

the chair of the hearing panel and the JQC has been sustained in its position. 
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5. Accordingly, the JQC objects to Judge Watson’s Notice to Produce at Trial. 

 

DATED this 7
th

 day of February, 2014.  

    

      Respectfully submitted, 

      /s/     Ruben V. Chavez                        

      LAW OFFICES OF RUBEN V. CHAVEZ, P.A. 

      9100 S. Dadeland Blvd., Suite 1510 

      Miami, FL 33156 

      Telephone:   (305) 358-0070 

      Facsimile:   (305) 397-2433  

      rchavez@chavezpa.com  

 

   

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been furnished 

by electronic service, this 7
th

 day of February, 2014 to: 

 

The Honorable Laura Marie Watson 

Circuit Judge, 17
th

 Judicial Circuit 

201 S.E. 6
th

 Street, Room 1005B 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 

jwatson@17th.flcourts.org 

ltucker@17th.flcourts.org  

 

Robert A. Sweetapple, Esquire 

Alexander D. Varkas, Jr., Esquire 

Sweetapple, Broeker & Varkas, P.L. 

20 S.E. 3
rd

 Street 

Boca Raton, FL 33432 

pleadings@sweetapplelaw.com  

 

Lauri Waldman Ross, Esquire 

Ross & Girten 

9130 South Dadeland Boulevard 

Suite 1612 

Miami, FL 33156 

Ross.Girten@Laurilaw.com  
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The Honorable Kerry I. Evander 

Chair of the JQC Hearing Panel 

300 S. Beach Street 

Daytona Beach, FL 32114 

evanderk@flcourts.org  

 

Henry M. Coxe, III, Esquire 

Counsel for The Florida Bar 

101 East Adams Street 

Jacksonville, FL  32202 

Telephone:  904-353-0211 

hmc@bedellfirm.com  

 

Melissa W. Nelson 

Counsel for The Florida Bar 

50 N. Laura Street 

Suite 3300 

Jacksonville, FL 32202 

Telephone: 904-798-3200 

mnelson@mcguirewoods.com  

 

 

Michael Schneider, Esquire 

General Counsel 

Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission 

1110 Thomasville Road 

Tallahassee, Florida 32303 

Telephone:  850-488-1581 

Service E-Mail: 

mschneider@floridajqc.com  

bkennerly@floridajqc.com 

 

Miles A. McGrane, III, Esquire 

The McGrane Law Firm 

Special Counsel 

2103 Country Club Prado 

Coral Gables, Florida 33134 

Telephone:  305-213-4812 

Service E-Mail: 

Miles@mcgranelaw.com  

lisa@mcgranelaw.com  

 

 

     By:      /s/:    Ruben V. Chavez          

      Ruben V. Chavez, Esquire 
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